
AGENDA 
10:00-10:30 
Introduction - Adrian Smith, Norecopa
 - Why do we need checklists? Introduction to the components 

of PREPARE

10:35-11:20 
Literature searches - Birgitte Kousholt, Aarhus University 
 - The methodology of systematic reviews

11:20-12:10
Harm-benefit assessment and severity classification - Kirsten 
Bayer Andersen, SCANBUR

12:10-12:50 Lunch

12:50-13:25
Dialogue between scientists and the animal facility - Adrian 
Smith, Norecopa
 - Timescale and need for assistance
 - Division of labour and expenses
 - Competence of staff members and the need for further 

education or training
 - Risk assessment for all persons and animals affected

13:25-13:50
Experimental design, statistics I - Axel Kornerup Hansen, 
University of Copenhagen
 - Pilot studies, statistical power and significance levels
 - Methods of randomisation, observer bias, inclusion/exclusion 

criteria
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DESCRIPTION 
The PREPARE guidelines (www.norecopa.no/PREPARE) offer a checklist for planning and conducting animal 
studies. Based on PREPARE, this course gives an overview of all topics you need to consider when planning your 
study. We will introduce you to a number of resources which will ease your way to the optimal study design. The 
course contains lectures, tips and resources on the following topics:

Literature searches: Form a clear hypothesis, consider the use of systematic reviews, decide upon databases and 
assess the reproducibility and translatability of the project.

Harm benefit analysis & severity classification: Justify any likely animal harm and define objective, easily 
measurable and unequivocal humane endpoints. Allocate a severity classification to the project.

Communication between scientists and the animal facility: Good and clear communication is likely to be 
essential for the outcome of your study - but who should you talk to and what needs to be agreed upon?

Experimental design: How to decide on methods for evaluating data - before you conduct the study.
Health monitoring and the impact of the microbiota and nutrition on animal studies: Consider whether these 
factors are likely to influence your study.

How to write a non-technical summary: Short and understandable for laymen. 

Refinement of procedures: Resources on refinement of the care and use of laboratory animals.

Are you PREPAREd? How to Design Animal Experiments
19 March 2019 in Copenhagen

13:50-14:25
Experimental design, statistics II - Axel Kornerup Hansen, 
University of Copenhagen
 - Available resources 

14.25-14.50
A mouse is not just a mouse - Tine Larsen, SCANBUR
 - Introduction to sub-strains, genetic drift and mouse 

nomenclature
 - Charles River Animal Model Evaluation program

14:50-15:10 Coffee break

15:10-15:40
Health monitoring and the impact of the microbiota 
and nutrition on animal studies - Axel Kornerup Hansen, 
University of Copenhagen

15:40-16:10
Refinement of procedures: Tips and resources - Adrian 
Smith, Norecopa

16:10-16:45
How to write a non-technical summary - Kirsten Bayer 
Andersen, SCANBUR

16:45-17:00
Course evaluation - Kirsten Bayer Andersen, SCANBUR

mailto:academy@scanbur.com
http://www.scanbur.com
https://norecopa.no/PREPARE
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LANGUAGE
English

WHEN
19 March 2019

WHERE
Clarion Hotel Copenhagen Airport, Denmark

PRICE
EUR 345 excl. VAT 
or Academy points 3200
Includes meals
SCANBUR reserves the right to foreign exchange hedging (EURO)

EDUCATORS
Adrian Smith is the secretary of Norecopa and for 
many years worked as a professor at the Norwegian 
School of Veterinary Science. Adrian is one of the 
authors of the PREPARE guidelines.

Axel Kornerup Hansen is Professor & Head of the 
Section of Experimental Animal Models, University of 
Copenhagen. Axel´s research focus is on reduction and 
refinement, in particular the impact of nutrition and 
microbiota on health and disease.

Birgitte Kousholt is PhD, Chief Consultant & 
Veterinarian at Aarhus University. Birgitte is strongly 
involved in the implementation of systematic 
reviews and meta-analysis in the planning of animal 
experiments together with the international research 
groups CAMARADES and SYRCLE.

Adrian, Axel & Birgitte have arranged and lectured at 
numerous courses in Laboratory Animal Science.

Tine Larsen, Account Manager at SCANBUR. Before 
joining SCANBUR Tine worked for many years as a 
laboratory animal caretaker. Tine is now our expert on 
Research Models.

Kirsten Bayer Andersen, DVM, PhD. Scientific Affairs 
Manager at SCANBUR. Kirsten has been working 
for the Danish Animal Experiments Inspectorate 
and helped numerous researchers define humane 
endpoints, allocate severity classification and describe 
their research with lay man terms.

REGISTER
www.scanbur.com/academy#61

REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
25 February 2019
Registration is binding. In case we do not receive enough 

registrations to compile a fully booked course, the course will be 

cancelled. This will be announced at least 3 work weeks prior to the 

course taking place.
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